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March 7 

OPENING PRAYER
O Lord, open our lips and we shall praise your name.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall 
be, world without end.  Amen! Amen!

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 4:1-40

Mark 11:27-33

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let
them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children a er them.”

~Deuteronomy 4:9

Moses is reviewing the Israelite’s past war victories and experiences in this sec on of Deuteronomy for good 
reason. Not only are the people to remember God’s provision and His blessing, they are to pass along those 
stories, experiences, and lessons to future genera ons.

God does not subscribe to the no on that parents should allow their children to “find their own path”  to Him 
any more than the state expects them to find their own path to educa on.   While parents cannot force faith on
their children, they can, and are urged to, fill them with knowledge from an early age. Lessons come by 
deliberate teaching and by example. At some point (perhaps during those teenage years when independence 
becomes so important), children begin deciding on their own whether to accept or reject these precepts.

No ce that the Lord follows up His admoni on to teach children with a warning against idols. His counsel is as 
relevant for us as it was for the ancient tribes. As God’s people living in this modern age, we live in a culture of 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%204:1-40&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011:27-33&version=NIV


idolatry. To worship houses and cars, jobs and success, is to worship the gi  instead of the Giver. We must only 
worship the Creator and not crea on or man-made trappings. And we must also teach our children to praise 
God alone so that every genera on will find true blessing.

A Note on Ba le and Bloodshed: The warring in this and future sec ons may be difficult for modern minds to 
jus fy. It is important to remember that war is one of God’s means for bringing judgment on people who 
pollute HIS world. While the concept of “just war”  has been wrongly applied in the history of mankind, it is 
difficult to argue that God is opposed to all forms of force as a means of restraining or removing evil.[1] The 
faithful will likely con nue to debate the issue of war un l the Lord returns to defeats all evil (with His sword, 
no less).

[1]There are three major posi ons on war within Chris an tradi on: 1) No war (passivism), which is the posi on
of those who refuse to fight on humanitarian grounds; 2) holy war, which is meant to advance religious causes 
through “crusade;”  and 3) just war, wherein figh ng is undertaken for legi mate causes under legi mate 
authori es. The merits of all three have been debated throughout the centuries.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 

Father, Son and Spirit, thank you for the gi  of life, for the gi  of your presence in the people and events of this 
day.

Mar 8
OPENING PRAYER
Give praise to God who is, who was, and who shall be and we shall praise your name. Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be, world without end. 
Amen! Amen!

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 6

Mark 12:1-12

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012:1-12&version=NIV


MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength.”  ~Deuteronomy 6:4-5

As I have o en pointed out, the glory of God and the good of His creatures are bound together. Or as Jonathan 
Edwards (d. 1759) put it in his book The End for Which God Created the World, “God’s respect to the creature’s 
good, and his respect to himself, is not a divided respect; but both are united in one.”  Think of crea on. Think 
of the Exodus. Think of the promised land. Think of the restora on of Jerusalem, a story yet to come in our 
journey through the Old Testament. Think of the cross, the most familiar of Chris an stories. Think of the 
restora on of all things, a promise yet to be fulfilled. What do these events have in common? God acts to 
glorify His name and bless His people.

God longs for His people to follow Him so that He might bless them. In fact, He returns to this subject 
throughout chapters 5 and 6 (vv. 5:29, 33; 6:3, 18, 24). Given His resounding call to obedience and His promise 
of blessing in this reading, it is no coincidence that Scripture’s most central theme is presented here too. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 is popularly known as the Shema (pronounced Shi-mah), so named because the first word, 
“hear”  or “listen, “ is the Hebrew word shema. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  The list of ways to love is not 
really a list at all, but rather it is a way of saying that you are to love God with everything you are! Your 
thoughts, your desires, your daily life. Love God supremely and completely. To devote our whole being to this 
passion means we worship Him and trust and obey Him. This is the greatest commandment in the en re Bible.

God wants us to be happy, and the path to contentment is loving Him with our en re being, inclining our hearts
toward Him (Deut. 5:29), and doing all that He commands us to do. In this we will not be perfect, which is why 
Israel was given a sacrificial system to cover their sins, and it is why we have been given the final sacrifice for sin
through Christ! But loving God with our whole self is the path to blessing. Oh that we would truly believe it! Oh 
that we would truly live it. God longs to bless us, so let’s love Him with everything we have and follow His ways 
all of our days!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Thank you, Loving God, for the goodness that surrounds us this evening.



Mar 9

OPENING PRAYER
O God, come to our aid O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be, world without end.  Amen! Amen!

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 8

Deuteronomy 9:1-6

Mark 12:28-34

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his
covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.” 

~Deuteronomy 8:18

What is most apparent in today’s reading is that God is not opposed to material blessing. Obtaining (through 
proper means) and enjoying (in proper ways) material prosperity should not be considered sinful. (Some sects 
within the Chris an tradi on, both ancient and modern, hove in this direc on.) Deuteronomy 8 makes it clear 
that God intended to give the worshiping community flourishing ci es, fine homes, and fecund vineyards, and 
He planned to increase their silver and gold. But along with these riches came a warning not to let the blessing 
turn their hearts away from the Blesser! Enjoy God’s good gi s, but never worship them nor think yourself 
en tled to them. It is not because the people are good that God blesses them, it is because the na ons they are
supplan ng are so evil (Deut. 9:1-6).

If you view material blessings as sinful, you need to get your theology straight. God created everything in this 
world, material and non-material, and gave the abundance of the earth to mankind for enjoyment (1 Tim. 6:17).
If you are enjoying the blessings, great! But be aware of the grave danger, for how many people have fallen in 
love with the blessings and forgo en about the Blesser? The evidence is in their giving, their worship, and their 
service, or the lack thereof. Are you one of these? Has God blessed you with a job, a home, a family, and/or 
material things, and now you are so busy acquiring and maintaining that you have squeezed Him out of your 
life?

The ancient pastor-theologian Augus ne (d. 430 AD) had this to say about blessings as “occasions for sin”: 
“There is indeed beauty in physical objects; in gold, silver, in all things… But in striving a er these things, we 
must not depart from you, nor stray from the path of your Law. Even the life we live here has its own charm… 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%208&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%209:1-6&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012:28-34&version=NIV


Human friendship too is sweet… But all such things may be occasions for sin, when we incline toward them 
more than we ought”  (Confessions, Book II). Our heart can incline toward the beauty of this world more than it
should and thereby forget that the source of that beauty is our Creator God. Only He is worthy of worship. The 
heart can change direc ons gradually, an effect we can see happening all around us. Don’t change your 
inclina on. Love Him with your en re being every day for your good and His glory!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
O Lord, we thank you for your loving presence this day, and for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our lives this 
day.

Mar 10

OPENING PRAYER
O God, you are our help and our shield Be our strength and protec on. Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be, world without end.  Amen! Amen!

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 11

Deuteronomy 13

Mark 13:5-11

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your families shall eat and rejoice in everything you have
put your hand to, because the Lord your God has blessed you.”  ~Deuteronomy 12:7

As Israel’s history is recapped for the benefit of the upcoming genera on, one theme takes center stage. Woven
into each story, from the exodus to the entrance into the land of promise, is the call to love God 
wholeheartedly. Moses emphasizes the need to share the stories of the people, in part because the youngest 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2011&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2013&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013:5-11&version=NIV


members of the Israelite community have not seen and experienced all that their parents and grandparents 
have. Tell the children what God has done! Describe for them how great He is! Make God the hero!

As is so o en the case, what is good for the ancient worshiping community is good for the modern community, 
too. It is impossible to overemphasize how important the weekly ritual of worship is for the church of today. (In 
fact, our weekly gatherings may not be enough! Ancient worshipers added to their worship calendar the 
celebra on of God and His blessings at special fes ve occasions throughout the year.) Not only do our worship 
gatherings remind us that God is the source of all things, these weekly events speak to our children. Imagine 
the messages about God they internalize when we set aside other tasks and commitments to make worship a 
joyful priority. What do they learn when we sing? When we give back a por on of our blessing? When we listen
to the Word (again)? Inevitably, they will ask why we spend me in church and among believers, why we serve, 
and give, and listen, so we must be prepared to tell God-stories. We can explain what He has done in our life, 
how He saved us and has protected and provided for us. In this way, the next genera on will be encouraged to 
worship the God who sets before them the choice between a blessing and a curse (Deut. 11:26-32). May our 
children choose to be blessed by doing everything God has commanded His people to do!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Thank you Lord for your presence in our lives today and for the mes when we were aware of your guiding 
Spirit.

Mar 11

OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God, nearer than our heartbeat, closer than our next breath, you know the depth of our need for you. 
Bring us into your presence, so we may know the depth of your love or us and for all the world, you, our 
Creator and Source of our being.  Amen.

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 14

Deuteronomy 15:1-18

Mark 13:32-37

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2014&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2015:1-18&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013:32-37&version=NIV


SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“…for you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the Lord has
chosen you to be his treasured possession.”  ~Deuteronomy 14:2

The book of Deuteronomy lives up to its name as Moses con nues to “repeat the Law.”  The people are to 
follow food laws that remind them of God’s purity and their own dis nc veness among na ons. They are to 

the from their income and to use a por on of the the for an annual fes val in celebra on of God’s provision. 
They are to prac ce generosity with their resources and to help those in the community who are in need. 
Measures are in place to aid those who endure serious financial setbacks, whether due to adverse 
circumstances or their own poor choices. (There is both jus ce and mercy in the Law of Moses.) Also household
employees, servants, are to be treated kindly and generously. And as we have already seen, the people are to 
stop weekly for rest and worship and to observe mes of feas ng and fas ng throughout the year.

While much has changed since the first worshiping community was saved out of Egypt, many of our modern 
church prac ces are informed by their customs. If we are doing what God calls us to do as members of a 
community, then we give a por on of our income to God, we show generosity to the poor, we treat staff with 
fairness, we help people get back on their feet a er a financial difficulty, and we make me for celebra on and 
worship. The food laws no longer apply, but there is good reason for that. The early church li ed the dietary 
restric ons because they were only temporary testaments to the dis nc veness of Israel (1 Cor. 10:27). In 
removing the restric ons, God declared that the gospel was for every culture (see especially Acts 10).

The other laws repeated by Moses foreshadow prac ces that are s ll very much in use in the Chris an 
community. These ancient customs remain important for the modern worshiper because they are rooted in the 
most important law of all: Love the Lord your God with your en re being (Deut. 6:4-5). And yes, we need to be 
reminded of how important these habits are because, just like Israel, we tend to forget. And when we abandon 
His prescribed prac ces, we may very soon abandon the God we love.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
As this day draws to an end, we acknowledge your presence among and with us in the people and events of the
day.



Mar 12

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, we savor your nurturing presence within and among us.
Fill our every hunger and need. Give us the grace to focus always on your Word alive in our Tradi on and in the 
heart of our experience, you, our life and our love. Amen.

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 17

Deuteronomy 19:15-21

Mark 14:1-9

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“If a man or woman living among you…is found doing evil in the eyes of the Lord your God…and this is brought
to your a en on, then you must inves gate it thoroughly.”  ~Deuteronomy 17:2-4

Today’s reading challenges our modern no on of personal religion, or, as it is more specifically defined, our 
no on of private religion. Scripture teaches us that every worshiper accepts responsibility for the faithfulness of
the rest of the community (Gal. 6:1-6). No one can say, Well, it’s none of my business what anyone else does! 
The en re community is to be zealous for the worship of God. If worshipers fall away, others are expected to 
inves gate the ma er thoroughly and do something about it (Deut. 17:1-13).

Gently confron ng others in love is not just the responsibility of the paid minister. Do not be afraid to speak into
the lives of the people you worship alongside. If you have ever been in a part of the world where everyone 
li ers and there is no social pressure to keep neighborhoods clean, then you know how ugly a community can 
get over me. When we “spur one another on to love and good deeds, “we create a kind of social pressure 
within the church community to follow God’s Word (Heb. 10:24). That’s encouragement we need, or in me 
everyone will do his or her own thing and the church will be an ugly place!

No one person can keep all the li er off the streets. Leaders must set the tone, and lead by example, but the 
en re community must be involved in this keep-it-clean project. When church communi es fail to confront evil 
in their midst, as Moses ordered in today’s passage and as Paul reiterated in 1 Corinthians 5, evil spreads like 
cancer and destroys the beauty of the community. Hear this: even if a worshiper refuses to be reconciled, those
who intercede have succeeded in keeping the community a beau ful place.

There are mes when it is wrong for us to simply mind our own business. We need to gently confront those 
who are in our circle (our ‘tribe’ of friends, to borrow the Old Testament language) when we see them bringing 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2017&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2019:15-21&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014:1-9&version=NIV


possible harm to themselves or others. The most difficult cases should be brought before the elders of the 
worshiping community (and their ruling MUST be honored, see again Deuteronomy 17:8-13), but everyone has 
a responsibility to their fellow worshiper. While mutual care for the community’s spiritual health runs counter 
to the cultural no on of personal religion, community concern is a biblical value that must be embraced. Let’s 
love each other enough to talk to each other and even challenge each other to love God with our en re being. 
And let’s love our worshiping community enough that we will not tolerate those who try to destroy God’s 
beauty.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving God, we thank you for the many signs of your presence during this day.

Mar 13 
OPENING PRAYER
Now once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of the disciples said, ‘Teach us to 
pray just as John taught his disciples’. (LK. 11:1) Jesus, the Risen Christ among us we, too, are your disciples.  
Deep within our hearts is the desire to have you at the center of our lives this day. Amen.

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 20

Deuteronomy 21:10-17

Deuteronomy 22:1-12

Mark 14:43-50

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+20&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2021:10-17&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2022:1-12&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014:43-50&version=NIV


MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in ba le and
someone else enjoy it.”  ~Deuteronomy 20:6

What is most striking about today’s reading is the earthiness of Scripture. Love for God is expressed in the most 
prac cal ways and through the most mundane of tasks. Even war, which is the an thesis of love in the modern 
percep on, is undertaken to honor God. The people prayed before ba le and trusted Him to deliver victory. To 
care for one another, they implemented common-sense policies on who would go to war and who would stay 
home. Engaged men, the newly married, and those who had recently made improvement to their property (a 
new house or vineyard, for example) remained behind to enjoy the blessings of God’s provision. They would risk
their lives in future campaigns. The fearful were sent home too (probably in shame) so that they did not 
discourage others. God’s love extended to cap ves as well. Women taken in ba le were treated respec ully.

In the community, rules are in place to protect both human rights and lawful rights so that love is demonstrated
neighbor to neighbor. Bloodshed is taken seriously and unsolved murders are not to be ignored. The rights of a 
firstborn son are maintained even if the father favors another son. Private property rights are to be respected 
too.   Even lost items were protected. Quite the opposite of the old adage “finders keepers, losers weepers”  is 
the biblical command to retrieve a lost item when found and return it to the owner. Other guidelines are in 
place simply to protect people and land. For example, a roo op pa o requires a handrail so family and friends 
are safe from harm. And environmentally conscious prac ces (e.g. preserving fruit trees, sparing a mother bird) 
ensure the land’s con nued frui ulness.

Some habits and prac ces are strictly forbidden because they undermine God’s beau ful design. Sexual 
perversions (like cross dressing) are forbidden, and the dis nc on between the sexes is maintained and 
celebrated as a reflec on of God’s original design. Rebellious children are judged severely because rebellion is 
offensive to God!

Much has changed since the Israelites stood on the border of the land of promise and reviewed God’s Law. 
These policies were wri en for them in their unique culture and mes. The New Testament makes it clear that 
today’s Chris ans are not bound by all the par culari es of the law wri en for the first worshiping community. 
However, the principles upon which the Israelite’s policies were based are of con nuing value to modern Christ-
followers. The principles themselves are what we uphold in our churches and communi es. For example, “God 
owns everything,”  the basis for Israel’s environmental care laws, s ll applies. As does “love your neighbor,”  the 
principle that underpins returning lost items and adding handrails. May God give us wisdom to discern the 
principles behind the policies found in this passage so that we might weave those values into the fabric of our 
lives.

A Note on Seeds, Plow Teams, and Fabric: Some of the commands are difficult for modern interpreters to fully 
understand. Most suspect that these obscure prac ces were forbidden because they were associated with 
pagan worship. The prac ces may not have been sinful per se, but they were too intertwined with pagan 
supers on and idolatry to be useful or sensible for a godly community. (This is a good me to consult the 



recommended commentaries about why plan ng various kinds of seeds, plowing with different animals, or 
wearing clothing with a par cular weave were restricted.)

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord we thank you for the gi  of this day and for walking in your presence. Remind us of your hidden presence
in our lives.




