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Mar 28

OPENING PRAYER
Father, you show your almighty power in your mercy and forgiveness. Con nue to fill us with your gi s of love.
Help us to hurry towards the eternal life your promise and come to share in the joys of your kingdom.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
READINGS:

        Joshua 21:41-45

  Joshua 22

  Luke 6:1-10

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us, that the Lord is God.”
~Joshua 22:34

The land is allo ed, and the Levites, the worship leaders, are interspersed among the tribes in ci es and towns. 
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, the three tribes given land on the east side of the Jordan, have 
fulfilled their promise to ba le on behalf of their brethren and are ready to return home (Num. 32:16-24). 
Upon returning to their land on the east side of Jordan (Transjordan), and with Joshua’s praise and blessing s ll 
ringing in their ears, Manasseh, Reuben, and Gad build an altar of memorial to the Lord. When word of the 
altar reaches the rest of the na on, they prepare to go to war.

Our earlier readings from Moses’ Law described the controls placed on construc ng altars. The land is to be 
protected from idolatry, and a policy against decentralized worship (altars anywhere and everywhere) allows 
the Levites to ensure worship is carried out properly. When people build their own altars, which became a 
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common prac ce in Israel’s later years, they’re usually trying to hide something. It usually means they are 
worshiping false gods.

The priest Phinehas is given the task of confron ng Manasseh, Reuben, and Gad’s leaders while the rest of the 
na on waits, armed and ready for ba le. The misunderstanding is quickly cleared up. The three tribes have no 
inten on of offering idolatrous sacrifices on the altar. Separated as they are from the rest of the community by 
the Jordan, they do not want their children to grow up thinking they are also separated from the na on and the
blessing of God. The altar is simply a memorial to the one true God.

Once again we are reminded that we are indeed our brother’s keeper! If we hear that our brother (friend, 
fellow worshiper) has strayed from the path of right, we should talk to him. How o en I have heard Jesus 
misquoted on this issue: Judge not, lest you be judged, people like to say. But they fail to read the rest of the 
passage, which tells people to first deal with a log in their own eye so that they can see properly to help their 
brother with the speck in his eye (Ma . 6:1-5). What Jesus is really opposing is the hypocri cal prac ce of 
judging others from a distance while ignoring the issues in our own lives. Instead, Jesus calls us to strive a er 
purity and to prac ce love! To those who say “he who is without sin, let him cast the first stone,”  we must say 
amen (John 8:7, paraphrase)! Let us not cast stones. Let us help people! And let us go to them with an open 
mind because, like Phinehas, we may find that there is more to the story than what we’ve witnessed or heard.

One of the things I have learned as a pastor is that hearing people’s stories makes me far less judgmental. 
Confronta on may s ll be in order, but it can be carried out with greater love, empathy, and effec veness. So 
when we hear others are straying, we should not be complacent. We must love them enough to go to them, to 
help them, and to work to restore them, if necessary. That’s community in ac on. And that is the kind of 
community God wants us to be. (See Ma hew 18:15-20 and Gala ans 6:1-6.)

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Your face, Yahweh, I seek; Do not turn away from me.  Do not thrust aside your servant in anger, 
without you I am helpless.  Never leave me, never forsake me, God, my Savior. (Ps 27,8-9) 

Mar 29

OPENING PRAYER
Father, your love for us surpasses all our hopes and desires. Forgive our failings, keep us in your peace
and lead us in the way of salva on. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



READINGS:

Joshua 23:6-13

Joshua 24:1-28

Luke 6:43-49

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you

are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  ~Joshua, Joshua 24:15

God has kept His word, and the land is occupied from the Jordan to the Great Sea (Mediterranean Sea). 
Sca ered here and there throughout the land are Canaanite inhabitants, so Joshua warns the people about 
closely associa ng with nonbelievers and cau ons against intermarrying with those who do not love God (Josh. 
23:6-13). Why such warnings? Because, as we all know, rela onships have a powerful influence in people’s lives.
The people we associate with can impact our thought processes, our a tudes, and even our ac ons.

If pagan peoples have a nega ve effect on individuals and community, then the opposite must also be true. The 
influence of one devoted God follower can deliver a powerful, posi ve impact. For Israel at this me, that man 
is Joshua. It is Joshua who implores the people to fear God and serve Him all their days. Follow my example, he 
exhorts them, for he had already made up his mind: “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”  
(Josh. 24:15). What convic on! Joshua is an inspiring example of a person who impacted the lives of people for 
good. His devo on to the Lord, and his fearless leadership, affected the en re worshiping community. His 
obituary reads, “Israel served the Lord throughout the life me of Joshua”  (Josh. 24:31). His life influenced an 
en re na on to remain devoted to God.

Think today about the power of influence. Who is influencing you? Who are you spending a lot of me with? 
Have you ignored the warnings in Scripture about the power of rela onships? Don’t be fooled, as Israel was, 
into thinking that the people around you will not impact your life. Also consider how (or if!) you are influencing 
others to serve the Lord. Have you made a commitment to serve Him no ma er what? Have you decided, like 
Joshua, to put that decision out there? Have you made up your mind to follow Him wholeheartedly, or are you 
looking around to see what others are going to do? May God give us wisdom to allow the right people into our 
lives and the strength to influence others to love and serve the Lord all of their days.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.
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CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, you are kind and forgiving,  rich in faithful love for all who call upon you. Yahweh, hear my prayer, 
listen to the sound of my pleading. (Ps 86,5-6) 

Mar 30

OPENING PRAYER
Lord, our help and guide, make your love the founda on of our lives. May our love for you express itself
in our eagerness to do good for others. You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

READINGS:

        Judges 1:19-2:19

  Luke 7:1-10

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Because this na on has violated the covenant I ordained for their ancestors and has not listened to me, I will
no longer drive out before them any of the na ons Joshua le  when he died. I will use them to test Israel and

see whether they will keep the way of the Lord and walk in it as their ancestors did.”  ~Joshua 2:20-22

The book of Judges records the era of Israel’s history between the death of Joshua and the rise of the 
monarchy, a me when the men and women who lead Israel are known as judges. While the book of Joshua 
primarily recounts the invasion of Israel and the wars for occupa on, Judges recounts the on-going ba les to 
control the land. (For a modern example, consider that the allied invasion of Iraq was followed by years of 
internal figh ng to gain control over various parts of the na on.) On a sad note, we are told that a new 
genera on arises that does not know the Lord (Judg. 2:10). Yes, they are occupying the land of promise, but 
they have yet to fully bring the land under the rule of God. The worshiping community is going into decline!

Have you ever no ced that en re genera ons take on a par cular ethos, even in our own day? We describe 
tendencies, both good and bad, that are true of the Greatest Genera on, those who grew up in the Depression 
and fought in World War II; or Genera on X, those born a er the Vietnam War; or the Millennials, those who 
grew up as the millennium turned. In Israel, the first genera on was wiped out in the wilderness for their 
fearfulness and disobedience. The second genera on learned from the mistakes of their parents and faithfully 
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marched into the land of promise! But the new genera on coming onto the scene and enjoying the land of 
promise takes a rela vely complacent view to the remaining enemy inhabitants. Things are good enough! Why 
go on figh ng? Why risk it?

It is impera ve for every genera on to put their heart and soul into serving the Lord while preparing the next 
genera on to do the same. While we cannot “make”  those in the next genera on follow God, we can certainly 
influence them in significant ways. We can lead by example through our commitment to the Word, our passion 
for worship, and our faithfulness to serve Him. (The example of our lives should make serving God look 
irresis ble!) We can and must teach them, as well. At church, at home, and throughout the everyday course of 
life, we have opportuni es to train the next genera on to handle conflict, respect authority, endure trials, and 
love enemies. And we should empower them! The church must make room for young people in posi ons of 
service and leadership so that when one genera on passes off the scene, the next genera on is ready to lead 
the way. May God help us to be faithful so that we might lead the next genera on to follow in our footsteps 
serving the Lord.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
I give thanks to Yahweh with all my heart, in the mee ng-place of honest people, in the assembly.
Great are the deeds of Yahweh, to be pondered by all who delight in them. (Ps 111,1-2) 

Mar 31

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and everlas ng God, our source of power and inspira on, give us strength and joy in serving you as 
followers of Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

READINGS:

Judges 3:12-26

Judges 4

Luke 7:36-50
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SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and the
Asherahs. The anger of the Lord burned against Israel…”  ~Judges 3:7-8

These are days of apostasy and cowardice among the people of God. The worshiping community has 
abandoned the Lord so He responds by subjec ng them to pagan kings. Their conquerors suspend Israel’s 
sovereignty, require the people to pay taxes, and limit freedoms. When the people repent of their wicked ways, 
God raises up a hero (a judge or military leader) to come and rescue them. And then the cycle repeats: sin, 
subjuga on (discipline), repentance, and rescue over and over throughout the book of Judges.

Heroes are hard to come by when people (a na on, a community) are in a period of moral decline. Even Barak, 
the military leader raised up to deliver the people in today’s reading, is reluctant to fight the ba le God ordains 
for him (Judg. 4:8-9). He goes but only when the condi ons are just so. Barak is more concerned about being on
the winning side than being on the right side. And he isn’t the only one who hesitates over God’s commands. 
Some of the Israelite ci es, Meroz, for example, decide not to join the fight at all (Judg. 5:23).

But all is not lost; heroes s ll stand by the grace of God. Ehud-the-Le -Handed risks his life by reques ng a 
private audience with a powerful king and then disemboweling the royal highness as he relaxes in his summer 
room. Jael, the wife of an Israelite leader, proves to be the kindest woman who ever killed a man. She feigns 
hospitality to her enemy, tucks him in bed, and brings him warm milk. Then she drives a tent peg through his 
temple. These exploits are recounted with flair because they highlight the heroic feats of a few. Even in dark 

mes, God raises up heroes, be they warriors or housewives.

We could use a few heroes in this modern day. We live in a world where people give in to the latest public 
opinion poll, especially when it is cited as “evidence”  that something must be true. (All too o en, what a poll 
reveals is how many people believe a falsehood.) A majority agreeing on a thing doesn’t make it right, wise, or 
just. Every genera on needs men and women who say, “I will be a person of convic on and faith in my world.”  
That doesn’t mean that we become thoughtless fana cs needlessly imperiling ourselves or others. Ehud and 
Jael were courageous and also cra y! But we could use heroes who are willing to stand and be counted as 
people of God. Maybe you can be one. We need warriors and housewives, scholars and students, leaders and 
laymen.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER
 Let your faithful love come to me, Yahweh, true to your promise, save me! Give me an answer to the taunts 
against me, since I rely on your word. (Ps 119,41-42) 



April 1

Opening prayer
Almighty and ever-living God, strengthen our faith, hope and love. May we do with loving hearts what you ask 
of us and come to share the life you promise. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

READING (“LECTIO”):  
Judges 6:11-23

Judges 7

Luke 8:16-18

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“The Lord said to Gideon, ‘You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would
boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.””  ~Judges 7:2

God calls yet another unlikely hero to save Israel. Gideon is from an obscure family in one of the most 
insignificant clans of the tribe of Manasseh. For the sake of comparison, suppose that a young Midwestern farm
boy were to sweep the next elec on for President of the United States. That’s how unlikely a candidate Gideon 
is to raise an army and lead Israel. In fact, he is such an unlikely candidate that even he thinks some 
confirma on is in order. He pleads with God not to be angry that he’d like just one more test to be sure he’s the 
chosen man.[1]

Long before ba le with the Midianites begins, Gideon needs courage just to accept God’s call. The community 
of God-worshipers has given themselves to the wholesale worship of idols. Altars to false gods appear in towns 
and villages all over the land of promise. When Gideon tears down the shrine in his village and offers a sacrifice 
to God as a declara on of his allegiance, the people are ready to kill him. They are that a ached to their sinful 
way of life (Judg. 6:25-32). Of course, Gideon proves his me le once again when he goes into ba le with three 
hundred men. He shows cunning by disguising his small army as a large one to rout a greater military force. 
(The noise of 300 trumpets blowing and 300 pots smashing while torches ring the enemy camp do the trick.)

While Gideon’s courage and cunning are impressive, it is ul mately the Lord who defeats the Midianites (see 
Judg. 7:9, 14, 14, 22). The very reason God chose an unlikely leader and gave him a small figh ng force was to 
demonstrate that victory belongs to Him. Yes, God uses people of courage, and He evidently favors the use of 
carefully wrought strategies, but victory and success come from His hand. If you feel insignificant, and if you 
wonder how you can do anything with such meager resources, look to Gideon’s story for encouragement. If 
God has called you to do something, do it. Don’t waver, and don’t wait. Gideon was courageous because of his 
faith in God and his confidence that God had something important for him to do. Is God calling you to witness 
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to a friend? Oppose injus ce at work or in the community? Devote energy to a great cause? Give yourself to 
voca onal ministry? Be a leader in your church? Or speak up when you know there will be consequences? Go 
for it. And give God praise for the victory!

[1] Some suggest that “throwing out a fleece” , asking for a sign, is a good way for modern people to 
determine God’s will. However, the details of Gideon’s story argue against such a prac ce. God had told Gideon 
His will for him. He consented to the request for assurance only because the circumstances of Gideon’s calling 
were so unusual.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Acclaim Yahweh, all the earth, serve Yahweh with gladness, come into his presence with songs of joy! 
(Ps 100,1-2) 

April 2

Opening prayer
God of power and mercy, only with your help can we offer you fi ng service and praise. May we live the faith 
we profess and trust your promise of eternal life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

READING (“LECTIO”):  
        Judges 8

 Luke 8:40-56

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his town.
All Israel pros tuted themselves by worshiping it there,

and it became a snare to Gideon and his family.”  ~Judges 8:27

Gideon proves to be a great leader. When cri cized by his countrymen for not invi ng them into the ba le, he 
praises them for the important role they played in capturing and killing the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. 
His carefully chosen words recall the wisdom of the sage: “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a se ng 

of silver”  (Prov. 25:11, ESV). In other words, the right words spoken at the right me are beau ful! However, 
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Gideon is also ruthless when it comes to dealing with rabble-rousers and rebels. He is not afraid to teach people
a lesson when they oppose the peace of the worshiping community. Gideon is courageous, kind, cra y, and 
capable! But he is also flawed.

Gideon has a memorial made to commemorate his heroic exploits, an honor that he no doubt deserves. One 
can imagine a handsome military vestment clasped over a bust or statue made in the likeness of the great hero.
But Gideon’s golden ephod, fashioned from Ishmaelite swag, is turned into a shrine where the Israelites once 
again prostrate themselves. Ironically, the idol smasher becomes an uninten onal idol maker. Gideon’s crea on 
leads the people back into idolatry and also into years of civil war. In the next genera on, brother turns on 
brother and neighbor upon neighbor, a scenario God allows to play out so that wickedness is wiped out of the 
capital city of Shechem.

It is difficult to cri cize Gideon because we have all done things with good mo ves that brought about 
unintended consequences. Even great leaders are flawed and make mistakes. Gideon certainly deserved 
accolades and the chance to enjoy the fruits of his faithfulness; however, the praise he received, and the 
enjoyment he derived, should have caused him to direct every watching eye toward the God he worshiped. 
Given the idolatrous mes in which Gideon lived, it may have been wiser to choose another form of 
celebra on, refurbishing the place of worship, for example, or reviving the prac ce of God-pleasing sacrifice, or 
recoun ng God’s goodness through a na onal fes val.

We would be wise to consider how we can avoid making Gideon’s misstep. Even when we are celebra ng the 
blessings God has bestowed upon us, it is vitally important that we give God the praise and glory He deserves. 
And it is essen al that we do so in the sight of others so that they know whom we praise. May God help us to 
learn from this flawed leader the value of giving Him praise for every success we enjoy in this life.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
How blessed is anyone who rejects the advice of the wicked and does not take a stand in the path that sinners 
tread, nor a seat in company with cynics, but who delights in the law of Yahweh and murmurs his law day and 
night. (Ps 1,1-2)

April 3

Opening prayer
Father of all that is good, keep us faithful in serving you, for to serve you is our las ng joy. We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



READING (“LECTIO”):  

         Judges 10:6-11:11

  Judges 11:29-40

  Luke 9:1-9

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Then they got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the Lord. And he could bear Israel’s misery no
longer.”  ~ Judges 10:16

The cycle of disobedience and discipline, followed by repentance and restora on, con nues in today’s reading. 
God Himself is growing weary of the Israelite’s habit of galloping back to their false gods the moment He clears 
their troubles. They are like the proverbial dog returning to its vomit. He finally says (and I paraphrase): “Look, 
stop coming to Me every me you are in trouble, I’m red of saving you. Why don’t you ask your “gods’ to save 

you?”  (Judg. 10:13-14). But even while exasperated, God s ll reveals His undying love for his people. They 
beg for mercy, and God caves with compassion. “And he could bear Israel’s misery no longer”  (Judg. 10:16). I 

love that phrase. What an expression of God’s love and mercy. He sees His people in trouble, and even though 
they deserve every bit of it and then some, He cannot watch their suffering for another minute!

What a hope-filled passage. If you have disobeyed God, don’t hide your misery. Come to Him and share how 
despondent you are! Tell Him you have messed up. Tell Him you are red. Tell Him you are desperate. Tell Him 
you long to be restored. But do not do the foolish thing that Jephthah did. He made an imprudent vow to God 
to secure good favor. Good favor that already belonged to him since God had promised deliverance (Judg. 
10:16). His thoughtless promise cost him the life of his only daughter, which leaves us wondering whether this 
impulsive warrior should have followed through with his awful vow. What is abundantly clear is that he never 
should have made the promise to begin with. When you are in trouble, don’t make foolish promises. Instead, 

tell God of your desperate plight, and trust that He will see your misery and say, “I can bear it no longer.”  In 
the words of James the Elder, “The Lord is full of compassion and mercy”  (Jas. 5:11).

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Full of splendor and majesty His work, His saving jus ce stands firm for ever. He gives us a memorial of His great
deeds; Yahweh is mercy and tenderness. (Ps 111,3-4) 
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