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Mar 21

OPENING PRAYER
We thank you Father for this new day. open our minds and hearts to the gi s and blessings
you offer us today.

READINGS:

Joshua 4-5:12

Luke 2:21-24

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“In the future when your descendants ask their parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed
the Jordan on dry ground.’”  ~Joshua, Joshua 4:21-22

Israel makes two grand gestures to their God as they enter the land of promise. The first, the ritual of 
circumcision, is done en masse to ensure that all of God’s people are marked as He intended.[1] Their second 
gesture is to create a na onal memorial at the place where they entered the land. It is both simple and natural, 
this small monument of 12 river stones taken from the Jordan during the crossing. This was Israel’s Stonehenge.
(It appears from verse 9 that another 12 stones were placed where the priests stood in the middle of the 
Jordan, thus providing an underwater memorial of sorts.)

Why was this place, this pile, important? Imagine having no memory. What if you did not know your name, your
place of birth, your parents, or any of the forma ve events of your life? You would feel completely and u erly 
lost. In the same way, communi es need “memories”, they need to know their name, their place of birth, their 
forefathers, and the important events that shaped them. American monuments like the Statue of Liberty, the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Mount Rushmore, and even the Santa Monica Pier all create a 
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sense of cultural memory that give Americans a sense of shared iden ty. These physical things, along with more
abstract things like music, art, sport, entertainment, and the na onal anthem, help us remember who we are.

It is vitally important for the worshiping community to have memorials in place. Over the centuries the church 
has used a variety of media, art, music, architecture, etc., to help people remember what God has done so that 
they will remain devoted to Him. (I think that many of our local churches, stripped as they are of all but the 
bare essen als, are less than helpful in this regard.) Even our rituals, gathering, communion, singing, and 
preaching, are monuments of a kind. These things remind us of who we are, where we came from, and the 
important events that shaped our iden ty. We can also mark special days in our lives as mes for remembering 
God’s gracious provision. On birthdays, celebrate God who gave the gi  of life. On anniversaries, celebrate God 
who gave the marriage covenant and your husband or wife. Or celebrate the date of your salva on or bap sm. 
Capture (through photography or some other memorial) special mes of blessing so you can remember and 
give praise. We need to remember what God has done so that we do not forget the God we love.

[1] Why God chose circumcision, which predates Israel, as a symbol for His people is a puzzle for scholars. Some
have suggested that circumcision’s associa on with cleanliness was a natural fit with Israel’s emphasis on ritual 
purity. Others think that the prac ce was associated with male virility in ancient Middle-Eastern cultures due to 
its preven on of diseases. S ll others have put forward the idea that circumcision had no symbolic 
connota ons in Israel but was instead a purely religious act. Whatever God’s reason, the mark of circumcision 
reminded His people that they belonged Him.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, Son and Spirit, thank you for the gi  of life, for the gi  of your presence in the people and events of this 
day.

Mar 22

OPENING PRAYER
As this day begins, we open ourselves to welcome you O Lord. May we see your love in all people
we encounter this day.



READINGS:

Joshua 7-8:1

Luke 2:41-52

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep.”  ~Joshua 7:11

Jericho, the great “City of Palms,”  falls to the Israelite people, and Joshua dispatches a small force west to the 
town of Ai. They are soundly defeated, struck down by a rabble of villagers. Joshua and the people are 
confused. How can this be? They conquered Jericho. So the leader falls face down before God in the place of 
worship. He stays there all day in a state of mourning. The problem, God informs Joshua, is a sin that needs to 
be dealt with. God is angry with the en re community because one man did the unthinkable in Jericho; Achan 
withheld some of the offering from the Lord. Everything taken in this first ba le was to be given to God as an 
act of worship. (In later ba les, only a the was required.)

In Achan’s disobedience and in God’s reac on to it is a powerful lesson that challenges some of our modern, 
Western no ons of priva zed religion. We are fond of talking about our personal rela onship with God, and 
indeed, the unique bond that is forged between the Savior and the saved is a personal one, as well as an 
essen al one. But it is not an isolated rela onship. We do not talk enough about the impact of our personal 
rela onship with God on the rest of the church community. Achan’s greed, his failure to honor God’s Word, has 
devasta ng consequences for the en re worshiping community and par cularly tragic results for his family. 
Within a worshiping community, lives intersect in complex and powerful ways. Therefore, the decisions we 
make have a rippling effect on our church, our children, and our communi es! We must be careful about 
thinking that “it’s my life”  and “I can do what I want with it.” 

Perhaps a secondary, but closely related, lesson in Achan’s story is the call to act when someone in our ambit of
influence sins against God. I’m not sugges ng that we become spiritual spies roo ng out religious hypocrites. 
(Keep in mind that it was Joshua, the leader of the people, who was given the task of inves ga ng.) However, 
the community must NOT be afraid to address blatant disregard for God’s commands when it happens in their 
midst. There should be a culture of concern for God’s glory within our churches. The New Testament beckons us
to come alongside people who are struggling in sin and support them in making changes (Gal. 6:1-10). But 
when someone doesn’t want help, when he or she thumbs a nose at the leaders of the community, and refuses 
to listen or to change, then ac on is required (see 1 Cor. 5, Ma . 18:15-20).

Your rela onship with God IS personal, and so is that of every Christ-follower you know, but each rela onship 
has a powerful impact on the rest of the worshiping community. If this challenges your understanding of what 
community is, you are not alone. But the fact is, the choices we make to obey or disobey reverberate outward, 
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touching more lives than we can imagine. May God give us wisdom, grace, and courage to live out our personal 
faith in community.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Thank you, Loving God, for the goodness that surrounds us this evening.

Mar 23

OPENING PRAYER
God of challenge and change,  may we be aware of your guiding presence with us thought this day.

READINGS:

         Joshua 9

   Luke 3:1-18

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“The Israelites sampled their provisions but did no inquire of the Lord. Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with
them to let them live…”  ~Joshua 9:14-15

In the ancient world, before the rise of great na on-states, kings ruled over ci es (what we now call city-states).
The kings who ruled larger ci es exercised power over smaller ci es nearby. As word begins to spread of Moses 
and Joshua’s successful campaigns, the kings of Canaan ally to expel the invading na on. However, the 
Gibeonites, who live in a network of ci es, refuse to join an alliance they do not believe will save them from the
powerful God who fights for Israel.

Instead, the Gibeonite elders resort to the use of diploma c decep on. Knowing that the invading people of 
God are not entering into peace accords with locals, they send out messengers disguised as foreign diplomats. 
It is a bold plan, and it pays off. In this part of the world at this me, friends are hard to come by so the offer of 
friendship from distant neighbors is almost always welcomed. A good rela onship with other kings could prove 
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very helpful given the vola le poli cal climate of the ancient Near East. So Israel’s leaders, who neglect to 
consult the Lord, buy the lie and enter into a peace accord with a group of Canaanites, their sworn enemies.

The fledgling community of God-worshipers is learning some important lessons during their first foray into the 
land. There are powerful enemies, community members who defy God and bring harm, and “friends”  who 
deceive and weaken. The Evil One is as cunning as ever in his a empts to trip up this people who are on the 
journey toward blessing. He comes at them from all angles.

I think the passage calls us to be vigilant about who and what we place trust in. Don’t misunderstand. We’re not
turning a cynical eye on everyone we meet, but rather we are exercising discernment. Cynicism is an unhealthy 
distrust of everything and everyone except one’s self, which, ironically, sets a person up for self-decep on. In 
contrast, a discerning person uses careful reflec on and/or cau ous inspec on to determine if trust is 
warranted. John the Bap st u lized his knowledge of the people to call out their hypocrisy, rather harshly, in 
Luke 3:7-8. Be discerning when you meet a new friend, hear a new idea (even from a preacher!), read a new 
book, or consider a new opportunity. It may be as great as it seems, but a li le me, a lot of prayer, and honest 
talk with a few people you KNOW you can trust will help you discern if percep on is reality. God wants us to be 
blessed, not bamboozled!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
O Lord, we thank you for your loving presence this day, and for the guidance of the Holy Spirit
in our lives this day.

Mar 24

OPENING PRAYER
Open us to your love Gracious God, as we begin this new day.  

READINGS:

Joshua 11

Joshua 13:1-7

Luke 4:14-30

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2011&version=NIV
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MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“So Joshua took the en re land, just as the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel
according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war.”  ~Joshua 11:23

As the Lord’s wars are recounted in today’s reading, one needs a map handy to understand all the comings and 
goings of Joshua and the people. It is busy work carrying out God’s mission to drive wickedness from the land. 
Deviant prac ces like sexual perversion, child abuse (and sacrifice), cold-blooded murder, and unrestrained 
warmongering are being eradicated from God’s land. As an act of judgment, God hardens the hearts of these 
people so that Israel doesn’t even need to go looking for a fight (Josh. 11:20). Wicked na ons come looking for 
them. Some mes hardness of heart is an act of judgment on people that influences them to do destruc ve 
things, as was the case for Pharaoh. (What a frightening no on!)

God’s direc ves and the brutal campaign He drives forward seem harsh. This is not a picture of God that 
Chris ans relish. But maybe we need to rethink our understanding of Him. Yes, He is compassionate, but He is 
also just. Therefore, He punishes unrestrained wickedness. When it’s called for, He takes care of business. Our 
view of Jesus may need to be revised too. In the gospels, Jesus some mes gets angry over the stubborn ways of
humanity. And some mes He is so direct with His audience that they want to kill Him for telling it like it is (Luke 
4:14-29).

God is not dispassionate about this world He created. He is deeply affected by the things that He sees, the 
abuse of children, the viola on of marriage covenants, the saber ra ling and warmongering among na ons, 
and the lying, stealing, and chea ng that people perpetrate against each other. All of it bothers Him, and it 
should bother us too. The wrongs and wickedness we see should bother us enough that we seek ways to purge 
these things from our own lives. They should bother us enough to fearlessly work to restore our “land”, our 
churches, homes, and communi es, to the beau ful place it is meant to be.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Thank you Lord for your presence in our lives today and for the mes when we were aware of your guiding 
Spirit.



Mar 25

OPENING PRAYER
Lord, as we begin this day, direct our footsteps and show us your holy will.

READINGS:

Joshua 14

Joshua 15:13-19

Luke 4:33-37

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“…Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your
children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.’”  ~Caleb, Joshua 14:9

Once again, a complete map of the land of promise would be handy for understanding the detailed land 
allotments for each tribe of Israel. The place names and land descrip ons read like something out of a Tolkien 
novel: Scorpion Pass, the Wadi of Egypt (wadi=wilderness stream), the Valley of Achor, the City of Salt, the 
coastline of the Great Sea.[1] But every loca on is real and every one is a blessing being distributed to the 
people. In fact, one of the reasons these details are recorded is to remind future genera ons, including our 
own, that the land is God’s blessing upon His people. These records are more than “land claims,”  although they
may have func oned that way, in part. The property records are a wri en memorial of sorts, an everlas ng 
reminder that everything from Scorpion Pass to the coastline of the Great Sea to the City of Palms (Jericho) is a 
gi  from God’s hand.

The simple lesson in Israel’s land allotments is that God sovereignly bestows blessing on people. Some mes 
there is a clear line drawn between behavior or a tude and blessing. For example, Caleb’s special allotment is 
his because of his faithfulness. Other mes, we aren’t sure why God gives what He does to whom He does. 
Suffice it to say, God blesses whom He will bless.

Have you considered that your blessings are from God? Your talent, your family, your home, your voca on, all 
from Him. Embrace them as His sovereign gi s to you! And if you desire something more or something 
different, there is no sin in asking. Ephraim and Manasseh asked for the land on the other side of the Jordan, 
and God said yes. Caleb’s daughter asked for springs in the Negev (the coastal region of southwestern Israel), 
and her father said yes. Turning to God for blessing pleases Him. Do keep in mind though that, as He is the 
keeper of all good things and the sovereign of the universe, He knows best what will make us happy. When we 
embrace our blessings as gi s from Him, we learn to thank Him, praise Him, and also TRUST Him. Be confident 
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that He gives good and right gi s and enjoy what He determines to give you, whether it is exactly what you 
asked for or exactly what you need (or both!).

[1] Biblical scholars know the loca on of many of the major ci es and geographical features in the land of 
promise. However, they haven’t yet iden fied all the landmarks and boundaries since some of them are buried 
under 3, 000 years of ancient ruins.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
As this day draws to an end, we acknowledge your presence among and with us in the people and events of the
day.

Mar 26

OPENING PRAYER
May the peace of Christ make a home in our hearts today. Be with us in all that happens. 

READINGS:

Joshua 17

Joshua 18:1-10

Luke 5:1-11

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“‘If you are so numerous,’ Joshua answered, ‘and if the hill country of Ephraim is too small for you, go up into
the forest and clear land for yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and Rephaites.’”  ~Joshua 17:15

The land is a blessing from God, but the people are required to roll up their sleeves and do some work to make 
it habitable. When the leaders of the tribe of Manasseh (the descendants of Joseph) complain that their 
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allotment simply isn’t large enough, Joshua challenges them to do something about it. He doesn’t offer to see 
what he can do; he sends them to clear more land, which means “clearing”  enemies off of it. And when they 
complain about the difficulty, the leader doesn’t coddle them. If you want more, he tells them, go and get it 
from the Canaanites.

A er a number of years, more than half the tribes have yet to take possession of their property. Unlike their 
countrymen who are dwelling in ci es and villages and civilizing the land, these tribes are s ll living in 
wilderness camps situated around a temporary, makeshi  capital. Joshua challenges them to get to work 
conquering and se ling. He prompts the people to ac on with a promise to draw up property lines to divide 
the remaining land.[1] The land is within the people’s grasp, but they have a role to play in possessing it.

This principle of ac ng to receive blessing can be applied generally. God doesn’t usually choose to send His 
blessings via direct deposit. Instead, He o en requires that we get up off the couch and do something! (The 
only excep on is salva on, which is indeed a gi  of God.) If God does everything for us without requiring 
anything from us, He risks ruining us. How many stories have we heard of lives wrecked because of a lo ery win
or a large inheritance? God places blessing within reach and encourages us to possess it.

Look around you. Are there are opportuni es to work, to learn, to invest, to sweat? Then thank God for the 
opportuni es He has given you, roll up your sleeves, and possess the blessing with God’s help. And then take to 
heart the words of a popular praise song, “Every blessing you pour out, I turn back to praise.”  Give thanks 
because He is the one who gave you prospects, strength, and protec on. May God strengthen you to possess 
what He has placed before you!

[1] Joshua casts lots to determine who will get which por on. Like drawing straws, cas ng lots removes bias and
wrong mo ves from the decision-making process by leaving the outcome wholly up to a sovereign God. See 
Acts 1 for an example of how lots were used in the first elec on of a church leader.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Your love, ever faithful God, restores and strengthens us. Encourage us to respond in love to your calls in our 
lives.

Mar 27

OPENING PRAYER
Lord be our companion  though out this new day. May your will be done in us



READINGS:

Joshua 19:1-9, 40-51

Joshua 20

Luke 5:27-39

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“These are the territories that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans of Israel
assigned by lot at Shiloh in the presence of the Lord at the entrance to the tent of mee ng. And so they finished

dividing the land.”  ~Joshua 19:51

Land allotment for the final seven tribes is determined by cas ng lots. The idea, of course, is for the en re 
region from Transjordan (the land to the east of Jordan) to the shores of the Mediterranean Sea to be restored 
by the presence of God’s people.  Yesterday’s devo on noted that cas ng lots is a prac ce similar in effect to 
drawing straws. In prac ce, it is more comparable to rolling dice. Archaeologists have uncovered small shaped 
stones with painted or etched markings, much like dice, that were used for games of chance. Imagine Joshua 
and the elders spreading a map of the newly surveyed land before them and marking each territory with a 
number or symbol. A cast of the lots turns up the tribe of Benjamin and a symbol that corresponds to an 
allotment on the map. The territory under that mark belongs to the tribe of Benjamin. Joshua con nues rolling 
the dice un l all the tribal groups have received their inheritance.

Does it seem odd that the Israelites leave allotments up to chance? It’s important to know that they didn’t see 
cas ng lots that way. For them, lots are a surrender to God’s sovereignty. Proverbs 16:33 describes a person, 
seated with his garment or another covering stretched across his lap, rolling the dice to make a decision. “The 
lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.”  Not all decisions were made by rolling dice, of 
course. Many, perhaps most, decisions were made through seeking God’s face in prayer, weighing various 
op ons, seeking wise counsel, and using common sense. However, there were situa ons when, everything else 
being equal (moral ques ons, wisdom issues), one simply needed to trust God with the outcome. The prac ce 
of cas ng lots was an ancient way of saying, Let’s just trust God with this one.

So am I sugges ng we grab dice from a board game in the closet to help us make life’s important decisions? No. 
What I am saying is that the Israelites accepted their lot in life as from the hand of God, and we should too. 
Nothing is random when God is involved, and God is involved in everything. Author Ben Campbell Johnson 
describes His influence like this: “Most of us can look back on a number of days that were marked by a chance 
mee ng, a phone call, an accident of circumstance, a penetra ng insight, a conversa on, or another of a myriad
of seemingly small events that today hold special significance for us …When we recognize the influence of these
occurrences it makes us wonder if under the veil of the ordinary God isn’t whispering words in our ears.” [1]
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Life doesn’t have a random se ng, and that is a great source of encouragement. It isn’t wrong to ask for more 
or for something different, but it is important to learn to trust God with (and to give Him thanks for) what we 
have, where we are, and what is yet to come. Trust Him with what appears to be chance, but is in fact His 
providen al hand at work.
[1] Ben Campbell Johnson, The God Who Speaks:  Learning the Language of God (Grand Rapids, MI:   Eerdmans,
2004), 122.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Your love, ever faithful God, restores and strengthens us. Encourage us to respond in love
to your calls in our lives.




