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Mar 14
OPENING PRAYER
Teach us to pray, teach us to love, teach us to live. This we ask of you, our brother and Lord.  Amen.         

READINGS:

       Deuteronomy 23:1-8

Deuteronomy 24:6-25:3

Mark 14:55-65

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Do not deprive the foreigner or the fatherless of jus ce, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge.”
~Deuteronomy 24:17

God’s people are told to pursue jus ce, or what we might call fairness, in every area. The Law dictated that evil 
and evil people be excluded from the community and impurity be le  outside the camp, which means outside 
the community and place of worship (Deut. 23:1-8). In daily prac ce, servants, foreigners, and fellow-ci zens 
are to be treated properly. Parents are not to be held responsible for their children’s choices. Nor are children 
to be held responsible for their parent’s choices (Deut. 24:16). Each individual stands before God (or a judge) 
bearing full responsibility for the decisions he or she made. In financial transac ons, just laws are in place for 
borrowing and lending as well as for recovering loans. (For example, one may not take away a person’s ability to
make a living when recovering a loan.) Also jus ce extended even to the ancient welfare system. Some of the 
harvest is le  for the poor so that they have opportunity to work for their food by reaping a farmer’s leavings. 
Each person/farmer contributed a li le something to alleviate the poverty problem in their area.

Jus ce and mercy are two of the most important values woven through Scripture (Micah 6:8). Therefore, to the 
degree that it is possible, modern Chris ans should promote just prac ces in our homes, schools, churches, and
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in the larger world. When we see unfairness, we should not be afraid to speak up in the right way to the right 
people. We should advocate jus ce in the issues that arise in these modern mes. We should be especially 
vigilant to ac vely promote just/fair prac ces within the church community in order to glorify God. God loves 
jus ce because it reflects who He is; He is fair! This is one of the reasons we can trust Him when we are 
wronged. In His fairness, He will eventually right all wrongs (Rom. 12:17-21). Let us be like our God and, to the 
best of our ability, pursue jus ce for everyone!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Your love, ever faithful God, restores and strengthens us. Encourage us to respond in love
to your calls in our lives.

Mar 15

OPENING PRAYER
Generous and loving God, through all that is created we see your loving presence.
Your love, ever faithful restores and strengthens us.  Encourage us and s r our hearts to respond in love, 
choosing life, and proclaiming your love in Jesus’ name, in Christ, our brother and Lord.  Amen.

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 26

Deuteronomy 27:1-8

Mark 15:6-15

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“[The Lord] brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring
the firs ruits of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.”  ~Deuteronomy 26:10
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God’s people are ge ng ready to enter a land flowing with milk and honey, and Moses returns again to the 
theme of thing. He repeats the instruc ons related to the the, the prac ce of giving 10-percent of one’s 
income/harvest/etc., for a very good reason. Giving is one way the worshiping community acknowledges that 
all blessings come from God. Moreover, as Deuteronomy 26 reveals, the act of giving is an act of worship for the
Israelites. When the worshiper brings his the, he recounts the story of his forefathers, saying, “My father had 
nothing, but You chose him and all his people to be Yours. You brought us out of a land of slavery into a land of 
plenty and gave us everything we have”  (Deut. 26:5-10, paraphrase).

The recita on does not end there, but the next appeal to God runs contrary to the way some Chris ans think 
(and talk) about blessing. The worshiper asks God to con nue blessing His people: “Look down from heaven, 
your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath 
to our ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey”  (Deut. 26:15).

If you have not made a commitment to the, you are missing out on blessing. I highly commend the prac ce to 
you because it is a win-win-win, God is glorified, lives are changed through the ministry of the church, and you 
are blessed!   At least start somewhere, perhaps by giving a smaller percentage, and grow your giving un l you 
are thing. And when you do give, offer your por on as an act of worship. Acknowledge that everything 
accounted to you has come from God’s hand. You are giving out of the abundance that God has provided for 
you.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Glory be to the Father Almighty, the Son, Jesus Christ the Lord, the Spirit who dwells in our hearts,
both now, and forever.  Amen.

Mar 16

OPENING PRAYER
O Lord, open our eyes to your presence, open our lips to you praise, open our lives to your healing,
open our minds to your grace, open our hearts to your love, and be found among us.

READINGS:

          Deuteronomy 28:1-29, 38-48

    Mark 15:33-39
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SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the
Lord your God and walk in obedience to him.”  ~Deuteronomy 28:9

While the blessings and curses in Deuteronomy 28 cannot be directly applied to modern na on states, the dual 
principles of the passage should not be ignored. God longs to bless His people, and obedience is the path to 
blessing. However, the opposite is also true. God does not want to discipline His people, but those who rebel 
against Him can expect to experience His displeasure and the fruit of their own folly.

The Israelites were not perfect people (modern Chris ans are not perfect followers of God’s commands either), 
which is why God set the sacrificial system into place. Then He provided the greatest sacrifice of all, Jesus 
Christ. However, Jesus’ sacrifice does not give us free reign to act or think in whatever manner suits us. Perhaps 
one of the most important convic ons we can develop deep within our souls is this: God’s ways are the best 
ways. Following Him is not always easy, but obedience is the path to blessing and joy. Deuteronomy 28 and the 
promises of Scripture are an appeal to God’s people to seek their own happiness by seeking to glorify God in 
their lives! Our human problem is NOT that we desire our own happiness, but that we seek it in the wrong 
places.

Here is how C. S. Lewis describes our foolish habits in his book Weight of Glory, “We are half-hearted creatures, 
fooling about with drink and sex and ambi on when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants 
to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the 
sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 

God longs to bless us; we must believe that truth from Scripture. When He calls us to obedience, He is calling us
out of the slums to enjoy a holiday with Him. A lengthy, lengthy holiday! The journey there may be difficult, but 
the des na on is deligh ul! Let us obey Him and experience His blessing. Let us love Him with everything we 
are.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER:
 Generous and loving God, may we see you loving presence, through all that is created.



Mar 17

OPENING PRAYER
Ever-guiding Presence, you call us by name and your nurturing pa ence gently nudges us.
Light our thoughts so that we may follow your will everyday.

READINGS:

        Deuteronomy 29:9-30:10

  Mark 16:1-8

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“…when you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your
soul according to everything I command you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have

compassion on you…”  ~Deuteronomy 30:2-3

In Moses’ final sermon (which we know as the book of Deuteronomy), he calls on the people to renew their 
covenant with God before entering the land of promise. The first genera on has passed on, and this new 
genera on is old enough to take on (and live up to) the commitment to love and follow God. Their aged leader 
also reminds them to teach the next genera on to do what is right. Good mes await those who obey God, 
Moses reiterates, and tough mes loom for those who do not.

God is clearly prepared for the possibility that the Israelites will fall away from Him. His servant Moses offers 
hope for future forgiveness and restora on. “…when you and your children return to the Lord your God and 
obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the Lord 
your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you…”  (Deut. 30:2-3). Certainly this promise 
is not God’s way of giving the people permission to sin. If they sin, they will suffer greatly! But if in their 
suffering they turn to God, He will forgive and restore them.

The God who calls on His people to love Him, follow Him, and worship Him knows that they will do none of 
these things perfectly. And yet nowhere in Scripture does He minimize sin, suggest it doesn’t ma er, or give 
permission for rebellion. On the contrary, He constantly points to the terrible consequences of straying from His
righteous path. But, with His other hand, He holds out hope. He promises compassion when the wanderer 
turns back toward home. “Return to me,”  He calls in Malachi 3:7, “and I will return to you.”  I will forgive you, 
restore you, and bless you as I did before. He is a God of mercy and compassion.

If you have failed, remember that Christ has taken your place and your sins are forgiven. Forgiveness is offered 
to you, even if you have messed up really bad and are enduring the consequences of unwise choices. There is 
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hope for you. Return to God so that He can forgive, restore, and bless you. This is our God, who is revealed as a 
God of compassion and mercy even in these Old Testament stories. He has not changed.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Generous and loving God, may we see you loving presence, through all that is created.

Mar 18

OPENING PRAYER
Loving God, Father, Son and Spirit, thank you for the gi  of life itself, for the gi  of this new day,
for the gi  of other in my life.

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 31

Luke 1:11-23

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children
to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you, they are your life.”  ~Moses,

Deuteronomy 32:46-47

In today’s reading, we are reminded once again of the central place of word and song in the life of the 
worshiping community. Moses writes down all that he has passed on to the Israelites from God, and he gives 
the collected Law to the Levites. The people are to be taught from this Law each Sabbath day. This weekly 
reading and exposi on becomes a pa ern of worship that is followed even by Jesus 1500 years later (Luke 
4:17). Every seven years the en re Law is to be read to the community in one si ng!
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In addi on to God’s Word, the community is given songs of worship. On this par cular occasion, Moses writes a
new song to help the people remember their past and to encourage them to remain faithful to the Lord their 
God. The Lord knows that their hearts are sinful. They will be swayed by the surrounding culture and are likely 
go astray (Deut. 31:14-18).

I am reminded of the refrain from Come Thou Fount, an eighteenth-century hymn, which reads, “Prone to 
wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love”  (Robert Robinson, ca. 1757). One of the lessons we must 
learn from the old worshiping community is that we too are “prone to wander.”  We have within us the capacity
to turn away from the God who loves us and wants to bless us. We too need the Word, and we need to hear it 
proclaimed (again and again) for the nourishment of our souls. We too need songs to remind us of what God 
has done and what He has called us to do. Theologians refer to these prac ces as “means of grace.”  They are 
the means by which God graces us with the strength we need to remain true to Him. So stay in the Word and 
keep singing. Pray with me the next line in the song, “Here’s my heart Lord, take and seal it.” [1] May God 
remind us of His will for our lives through Word and song so that we may live a good and long life in the land of 
blessing!

[1] Come Thou Fount was retooled by Robert Sterling and Su an Stevens and sung by The David Crowder Band 
on their 1998 album All I Can Say. This line is from the contemporary varia on. The original line is, “Take my 
heart, O take and seal it…” 

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving God, as we reflect on the people and events of our day, we thank you for the opportuni es
to grow in your love

Mar 19

OPENING PRAYER
Creator God, we gather at the start of another day. we praise and thank you for the gi  of crea on, the gi  of 
life.



READINGS:

Deuteronomy 33

Luke 1:30-38

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Blessed are you, Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? He is your shield and helper and your
glorious sword.”  ~Deuteronomy 33:29

The ministry of Moses comes to an end. At the conclusion of his sermon (or series of sermons), the revered 
leader pronounces a blessing on each of Israel’s tribes. It is fi ng that Moses should end his life this way, asking
God to do the very thing He most longs to do, bless His people. From the outset, God’s dream has been to bless 
the people He loved and to bless the rest of the world through them (Gen. 12:2-3).

God is beginning His work of restoring the earth with this first worshiping community (no ce how o en “the 
land”  is men oned throughout Deuteronomy 33). While the Israelite’s utopian community ul mately fails, as 
all utopian communi es do, God refuses to give up on His dream! He sends a Hero (the Christ) to further His 
restora on plan and, eventually, bring it fully to frui on. A descendant of these chosen people, His name is 
called Jesus, which means Savior, and “his kingdom will never end”  (Luke 1:33). Jesus’ kingdom is expanding 
throughout the en re world today, and His followers await the return of the King. When He comes, the en re 
land will be restored, there will be a new heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21:1-5)!

How do we respond to His love, to His determina on to bless us both now and forever? “Surely it is you [Lord] 
who love the people; all the holy ones are in your hand, “Moses exclaims. “At your feet they all bow down, and 
from you receive instruc on”  (Deut. 33:3-4). We worship Him, we listen to Him, and we obey Him. There is no 
one like our eternal God (Deut. 33:26). And there is no one who loves us like this God. He is determined to bless
us, even if it takes forever!

Thus concludes the Torah or the Law, these first five books of the Bible. We now prepare to enter the land of 
promise with the people and learn lessons about loving God from the first worshiping community.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.
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 CLOSING PRAYER :
We thank you loving God for your presence with us today. we thank you for the gi  of this day,
and for all the blessings it has brought.

Mar 20

OPENING PRAYER
I give this day to you, may my mind stay centered on the things of the Spirit. May I not be tempted
to stray from your love. 

READINGS:

         Joshua 1

  Joshua 3:9-17

  Luke 1:67-80

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it
to the right or to the le , that you may be successful wherever you go.”  ~Joshua 1:7

Joshua is chosen by God to be the people’s new leader. It is his job to save the people from their enemies and 
to lead them to their long awaited home. In this ancient por on of the great story, the Lord tells Joshua to be 
bold and courageous. He must keep the Word of God before him at all mes and obey it without compromise. 
If he does so, while calling on God’s people to follow his example, he will be successful and prosperous. Do not 
assume, modern reader, that you know what those words meant to Joshua. Success and prosperity must be 
understood in the biblical context. The community will in fact succeed at defea ng their enemies and entering 
the land of promise, and they will in fact take possession of its prosperity and enjoy its ci es, homes, and 
vineyards.

Biblical context ma ers here, as it so o en does, but it does not preclude a contemporary applica on. In fact, 
understanding what success and prosperity meant to Joshua helps us to recognize what form these concepts 
might take in our own lives. For the Chris an, there are inherent problems with the word success as it is defined
in modern culture. It has been defined (wrongly) to mean money, power, and fame. But is a wealthy business 
tycoon a successful person if he alienates everyone in his life and dies an unhappy alcoholic? There are a 
thousand examples of success that challenge Western culture’s idea of it. Like the missionary who leaves hearth
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and home to joyfully serve the poor in the slums of Kibera, for example. I think success is be er defined like 
this: Do everything God calls you to do, and do it well for the good of humanity and the glory of God!

Jonathan Edwards was likely ge ng at this very no on when he wrote, “Resolved, to live with all my might 
while I do live.”  The key to success, whether one is a poet, a preacher, a plumber, a professor, a pilot, or a piano
tuner, is living for God with all our strength so that neighbors benefit and God is recognized. Live boldly and 
courageously, not fearing challenges, and keeping God’s Word always before you so that you remain true to 
Him. Like Joshua, we will face ba les, enemies, setbacks, and even our own wayward hearts! But if we are 
courageous and do what God calls us to do, and do it with all our might, we will succeed and enjoy God’s 
blessing. Let’s do it!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control.

 CLOSING PRAYER: 
Lord be our companion  though out this new day. May your will be done in us.




