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February 7, 2019
Opening prayer
Lord our God, help us to love You with all our hearts and to love all people as You love them.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. Amen.

READING (“LECTIO”):  
Levi cus 1
Levi cus 3
Ma hew 24:42-51

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“When anyone among you brings an offering to the Lord, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd 
or the flock…You are to lay your hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on your behalf to
make atonement for you.” Levi cus 1:2, 4

The format of Levi cus is easier to understand if you keep in mind that it is one part of a five-chapter book. 
Genesis, Exodus, Levi cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy comprise a single text o en referred to as “The Law.” 
(The Hebrew word is Torah). Levi cus is the part of the story wherein God describes the worship rituals led by 
the Levites.
Sacrifice was an ancient form of worship for many pagan religions, but God re-cra ed the familiar prac ce in 
order to shape the life of His worshiping community. The Old Testament prescribed 5 major types of sacrifices. 
The first three are the subject of today’s Lec o Con nua reading: 1) The Whole Offering or Burnt Offering, so 
named because the en re offering was consumed by fire, was an expression of en re devo on to God. 2) The 
Grain Offering, given from one’s increase, was an expression of gra tude for God’s provision and acknowledged 
Him as the Giver of all things. And, 3) the Peace Offering or Fellowship Offering was an expression of praise for 
a special blessing. The Fellowship Offering was shared on a peaceful, even fes ve, occasion with God and the 
priest (thus the word “fellowship”). It was like throwing a party with your pastor and your friends to celebrate 
your new job, or the birth of a child, or God’s special deliverance.
It might seem that there is no modern applica on to be made from these ancient prac ces, but that is not true.
Sacrifice is as much a part of our worship as ever, albeit with a few twists. Perhaps the most striking difference 
is that we present ourselves as a whole offering. God wants us to give our en re lives to Him as a “living 
sacrifice;” this is pleasing to Him (Rom. 12:1-2). Perhaps today is the day that you will begin to make this 
offering in prayer and prac ce.
The Grain Offering should also be familiar to us in its modern form. God s ll wants us to acknowledge Him as 
the Giver of all things by returning a por on of what He has provided. The next me you give, remember to 
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thank Him for all that He has placed in your hands. And finally, God wants us to remember Him in the good 
mes(not just the bad mes). The Fellowship Offering is no longer a mandate, but it’s s ll a reminder to 

celebrate our blessings. When God does something especially good on your behalf, throw a party in His honor 
and brag on Him or give a special offering for the glory of His name! There’s going to be a big party when Christ 
comes, but we don’t have to wait un l then to celebrate God’s goodness!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.
CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 
Closing Prayer 
Great is Yahweh and most worthy of praise in the city of our God,  the holy mountain, towering in beauty,
the joy of the whole world. (Ps 48:1-2)

February 8, 2019
Opening prayer
Lord our God, help us to love You with all our hearts and to love all people as You love them. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

READING (“LECTIO”): 

Levi cus 4
Ma hew 25:1-13

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“If the whole Israelite community sins uninten onally and does what is forbidden in any of the Lord’s 
commands…the assembly must bring a young bull as a sin offering and present it before the tent of mee ng.” 
~Levi cus 4:13-14

In today’s reading covering the final two types of offering, the Sin Offering and the Guilt Offering, I want to draw
your a en on to a few interes ng details.[1] First, a sacrifice was offered while confessing sins. It was not the 
act of sacrifice that made a person right with God, but the condi on of the heart revealed in confession and 
accompanied by bloodshed. The prophets o en condemned as meaningless sacrifices offered without a broken 
heart (Ps. 51:17). Second, everyone needed forgiveness, including the priests! No one was without sin before 
God, no ma er how holy their lives appeared rela ve to the rest of the community. The fact that priests were 
selected by God from among the people and also were sinners enabled them to deal with the failures of the 
congrega on with compassion and gentleness (see Heb. 5:1-3). Third, there exists such a thing as community 
sin. This unusual concept is foreign to our modern Western mindset of individualism, but some mes an en re 
na on, or an en re church, or en re group of people can fail en masse. When God is displeased with an en re 
group, community repentance is called for!
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These early chapters of Levi cus are so full of procedures that it’s easy to lose sight of why these details are 
important. God reached down to His people, knowing that they were sinful, and provided a way for them to be 
forgiven! Worship begins with forgiveness! He provided a way for our brokenness to be healed, but we must 
come to Him confessing our sin. We ALL must come, pastor and people alike, for no one is without sin. And 
some mes we must come before Him as a community and seek forgiveness for a corporate failure.
Christ is coming. We will face our judge soon, and we must be ready (Ma . 25:1-30). There is no be er way to 
ready ourselves than by daily confessing our sins and seeking His forgiveness. If we do, we will be forgiven (1 
John 1:8-10). Just as God was pleased with the offer of sacrifices, He is pleased when we confess our sins. He 
delights in showing mercy.
[1] Scholars have long debated the difference between the Guilt and Sin offering, as they are very similar. The 
difference appears to lie in the fact that the Guilt Offering is specifically linked to the worship rituals. Failure to 
offer sacrifices or a end feasts/assemblies would prompt a Guilt Offering. Neglec ng to give a por on of one’s 
income would too. In essence, this was the offering of the “backslider.”

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 

Closing Prayer 
This God, His way is blameless;  the word of Yahweh is refined in the furnace, 
for He alone is the shield of all who take refuge in Him. (Ps 18:30) 

February 9, 2019
Opening prayer
Lord our God, help us to love You with all our hearts and to love all people as You love them.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever. Amen.

READING (“LECTIO”): 
Levi cus 7:28-38
Levi cus 9
Ma hew 25:31-40

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“Moses said to Aaron, ‘Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering and make 
atonement for yourself and the people; sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make atonement for 
them, as the Lord has commanded.’” Levi cus 9:7
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On a visit to Kali Temple in Calcu a (India), I watched Brahman priests slaughter goats to appease Kali, the 
goddess of death. There was blood everywhere, spla ered on the white garments of the priests, dripping from 
the carcasses of dead animals being carried through the courtyard, and staining the pavement under my feet. 
The air hung thick with its coppery tang as well as the damp reek of the nearby Ganges River. Throngs of people
stood in long lines wai ng to have their “gi s” (an animal they purchased or brought) offered to Kali. 
A erwards, worshipers could be “bap zed” in the Ganges, for an addi onal fee of course. The experience was a
shock to the senses of an urbane minister from the Midwest who can’t stand the sight of blood.
Right there in that awful courtyard, it hit me. Hard. The slaughtering of animals isn’t supposed to be a pleasant 
experience. The blood, the mess, and the cloying smells reminded the Israelites that sin was awful, it destroyed 
and killed. Evil had terrible consequences. But the ritual washings for both priest and people sent a different 
message. God forgave and cleansed. He washed away sins.
Theologians o en refer to such rituals as “visible signs of invisible grace.”  The rituals did not save a person any 
more than saying words of repentance and ge ng into a bap smal tank saves a person today. Instead, the 
rituals were a public demonstra on of the true condi on of a person’s heart; he or she confessed sorrow over 
sin, proclaimed faith in a God who takes sin seriously, and communicated delight in a God who cleanses His 
worshipers! The rituals ma ered because they revealed God’s invisible, but no less real, grace. And the rituals 
of blood and water pointed forward to the ul mate sacrifice and the same invisible but real truths of sin, guilt, 
mercy, and forgiveness (Heb. 10:1-18).
Before Christ, God accepted a subs tute, a sacrificial lamb, goat, or bull, and a sinner’s contrite heart. Jesus 
stood the sacrificial system on its head by becoming the only sacrifice we need. Once and done. When broken, 
sorrow-filled sinners come to God, He accepts the blood offering of His Son. He cleanses us, pastor and people 
alike! Because we are washed clean, He draws near to us in a rela onship of in macy. There is a natural 
reac on to that kind of overwhelming forgiveness: Worship. Shout “for joy and fall face down” (Lev. 9:24)!
God asks for a second response to forgiveness as well, service. Divine forgiveness changes the inner disposi on 
of one’s heart, a fact which is expressed in good deeds like those listed in Ma hew 25:34-40. No longer are we 
to be self-focused people pursuing our own agenda. An outward show of keeping religious ritual 
notwithstanding, failure to demonstrate love to others, especially those in need, will be evidence on the last 
day. Evidence that the people in ques on do not know and love Christ (Ma . 25:41-46).[1] Look to the cross 
and rejoice in your cleansing today! And live with gra tude as a forgiven person looking for ways to show love 
to others as Christ has loved you!
[1] For the Old Testament counterpart to this passage, see Isaiah 1. Israel was going through the mo ons of 
offering sacrifices but failing to do right. In other words, it was empty ritual!

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 

Closing Prayer 
How can a young man keep his way spotless? By keeping your words. With all my heart I seek You;
do not let me stray from Your commandments. (Ps 119:9-10)



FEBRUARY 10, 2019
Opening prayer
Father, now Your Word has come! It has appeared like the sun a er a dark night, empty and solitary. When Your
Word is not present, it is always thus, I know. Grant me the so  breeze from the sea of Your Holy Spirit and may 
it gather me, walk with me towards Christ, Your living Word to whom I wish to listen. I shall not move from this 
shore, where He teaches and speaks, but I shall stay here un l such me as He takes me with Him. Then I shall 
follow Him wherever He takes me.  

READING (“LECTIO”): 
Levi cus 10:1-7
Levi cus 11:1-28
Ma hew 26:6-13

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“Among those who approach me I will be proved holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.” God, 
Levi cus 10:3

It’s probably best to approach the next several passages of Levi cus as if you are visitor to a culture far removed
you by language, me and geography. (Shouldn’t be too hard, right?) These are among the most foreign 
passages of the en re Bible, but even these words have modern applica on.
Perhaps the most important lesson in today’s reading (and in this sec on) is that all of life is devoted to a holy 
God. At the heart of this passage is the famous biblical dictum: “[B]e holy, because I am holy” (Lev. 11:45). As 
such, God gave Israel instruc ons that applied to the everyday aspects of life in their culture. For example, 
certain foods were declared unfit for ea ng. Also, God set forth best prac ces for personal hygiene in an 
ancient, rural se ng. Theologians have long wrangled over God’s intent and meaning for categorizing food as 
“unclean” and “clean.” One view holds that the restric ons were a prac cal considera on since some animals 
are healthier for human consump on than others. There may have been religious considera ons since some 
animals were more closely associated with pagan culture. More than likely, however, God gave Israel what 
anthropologists refer to as “cultural norms.” [1] It appears that these were common sense habits that separated
the Israelites from the uncouth prac ces of the surrounding cultures. These rituals were daily reminders that 
they were a special people devoted to God and that all of life is to be devoted to Him, even ea ng and drinking 
(1 Cor. 10:31).
Even the unusual detail given on personal hygiene in this sec on was a reminder of their devo on to a holy God
(Lev. 12). Care of the body was, of course, a prac cal considera on, but keeping clean also had religious 
connota ons. In the ordinary prac ces of everyday life, as well as in special situa ons like childbirth, the rou ne
of cleaning their bodies brought home the holiness of God, He who knew no sin carried no stain. Thus the old 
adage, which has its roots in Hebrew literature, “Cleanliness is next to godliness.”
So how do we apply such passages to our lives today? Given that the context for these restric ons and rules is 
“daily life in the worshiping community, “  I think there is at least one vivid applica on. Our everyday lives and 
prac ces should remind us of the holy God we worship. When we eat and drink, we can give glory to God for 
His goodness (He created good food), His provision (He gives our daily bread), and His holiness. Even cleaning 
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up for the day can remind us of God’s holiness (He is pure and without sin) and God’s forgiveness (He cleanses 
me daily)! It was in the ordinary, in the everyday, that God wanted His worshipers to think about Him. Isn’t it 
interes ng that in the ordinary act of si ng down and having a meal together, Jesus gave His disciples (and us) 
the sacred ceremony of Communion (Ma . 25:17-19)? Let us remember the God we worship in the everyday 
sacredness of life.
[1] For a non-technical discussion, see G. J. Wenham, J.A. Motyer, D. A. Carson, R. T. France, eds., The New Bible

Commentary:   21st Century Edi on (Leicester, England:   Intervarsity Press, 2003), 136-144.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 

Closing Prayer 
Lord, You opened the sea and came to me; You split the night and began a new day in my life! You spoke Your 
Word to me and touched my heart; You made me go with You into the boat and brought me to the deep. Lord, 
You have done great things! I praise You, I bless You and thank You, in Your Word, in Your Son Jesus and in the 
Holy Spirit. Always take me into the deep with You, I in You and You in me, so that I may let down many nets of 
love, friendship, sharing and seeking Your face and Your kingdom here on earth. Lord, I am a sinner, I know! But 
for this too I thank You, because You did not come to call the just but sinners and I hear Your voice and follow 
You. Behold, Father, I leave everything and go with You… 

FEBRUARY 11, 2019
Opening prayer
Father, watch over Your family and keep us safe in Your care, for all our hope is in You. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen.

READING (“LECTIO”): 
Exodus 16:1-20

Levi cus 13:1-11, 45-46
Levi cus 13:47-59
Ma hew 26:26-30

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” Jesus, Ma hew 26:27-29

The priests were quite a busy bunch in the ancient worshiping community! In Levi cus 13, they take up the role 
of local health inspectors. Infected people, contaminated saddles, and mildewed houses were to be examined 
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by the ministers! This is precisely why there were so many priests and why they worked in shi s. The priests 
were the guardians of God’s holiness, helping the community maintain a ver cal focus in their daily lives.
The prac ces outlined in Levi cus 13 (and throughout chapters 11 through 17) were probably good sanita on 
measures: isola ng infected persons, destroying mildewed goods, etc. However, the theological consensus on 
these difficult passages is that the primary intent was religious. The Israelites were set apart as worshipers of a 
holy God, an unblemished and perfect God. Therefore, infected people or those who were unclean in some way
separated from the worshiping community un l they were pronounced clean again by the priest. Contaminated
items (even valuable things) were destroyed if they could not be cleaned.
The real purpose of the clean and unclean instruc ons was to establish daily religious habitudes that yielded a 
truly ver cal way of thinking focused on the holy God they worshiped. God mandated an ornate tabernacle for 
worship, but where He most wanted His people to think of Him was in the everyday. In ea ng and drinking, in 
giving birth, in dealing with sickness, and in cleaning the house, the Israelites reflected on the holiness of God! 
When they threw out a favored saddle because it was mildewed, they were reminded of God’s holiness. This 
God was absent of defect, sickness, disease, sin, or uncleanness of any kind. He was HOLY!
Of course, all of the good acts in the world cannot make us holy (this was the theological error of the New 
Testament Pharisees). Only God, through Christ, can give us true holiness, which is the message of Communion 
(Ma . 26:26-30). Having been “cleaned by Christ,” we are called to live holy lives (1 Peter 1:16).
How then can the things we do and see every day cause us to reflect on the holiness of God? As for me, the 
alarm clock awakes me to another day given by a holy God in spite of my unholiness! A hot cup of coffee 
prompts me to remember that a holy God has created good things for me to taste. The water of a hot shower 
recalls the fact that God has cleansed me and called me to live pure! What daily rituals can cause you to think 
on God’s promises and provisions? See God in the everyday every day. And as you are reminded of His holiness, 
ask Him to help you live holy too. That’s ver cal living, and that’s actually what these passages are all about.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 

Closing Prayer 
How countless are Your works, Yahweh, all of them made so wisely! The earth is full of Your creatures. 
Bless Yahweh, my soul. (Ps 104:24,35)

FEBRUARY 12, 2019
Opening prayer
Father, watch over Your family and keep us safe in Your care, for all our hope is in You.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever. Amen.



READING (“LECTIO”): 
Levi cus 14:1-7
Ma hew 26:69-75

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“The person to be cleansed must wash their clothes, shave off all their hair and bathe with water; then they will

be ceremonially clean.” Levi cus 14:8

The rituals detailed in Levi cus 11-17 are foreign to us, but they s ll convey meanings that are comprehensible 
across cultures. Think of American customs like fireworks displays, the Thanksgiving meal, or the pledge of 
allegiance, which express a tudes about freedom, history, and na onal pride that can be understood by 
people in other na ons, even if an explana on is necessary.
Here then is the explana on of Levi cus 14. The “cleansing rituals” are not magical cure-alls, nor are the priests 
magicians. The ministers of God went out to confirm that a healing had taken place, to insure that it was 
permanent, and to celebrate with the healed person! The special ceremony for cleansing a er a skin infec on 
gave visual representa on to the reality of healing. The disease (and perhaps impending death) was gone, taken
away as if on the wings of a bird (Lev. 14:5-7)! This was something to celebrate! 
The concept of “clean” and “unclean”  is even applied to homes. Cleanliness was a way of life in the worshiping 
community because the prac ces reminded the people that they worshiped a holy God (read: clean, free from 
any defect). One commentary summarizes Levi cus 11-17 this way: “God’s desire is for clean people in a clean 
world.” [1] That’s how God wanted things in the beginning. Thus, Israel’s worshiping community is a visible 
proclama on of God’s desire to restore crea on.
While the rituals of the old worshiping community do not bind the modern church, there is something here 
worthy of our reflec on. Diseased bodies and dilapidated buildings symbolize a fallen world. God’s ul mate 
plan is the restora on of all crea on from these bodies in which we live to the world in which we will dwell 
(Ma . 26:63-64). Un l then, we should live our lives poin ng toward a God who loves beauty, wholeness, and 
“cleanness” (holiness). Healing or restora on in any form (body, home, family, possessions, etc.) is cause for 
celebra on and praise!

[1] G. J. Wenham, J. A. Motyer, D. A. Carson, R. T. France, eds., New Bible Commentary:   21st Century 
Edi on (Leicester, England:   Intervarsity Press, 1994), 141.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.

CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 

Closing Prayer 
Our Lord, how majes c is Your name throughout the world! I look up at Your heavens, shaped by Your 
fingers, at the moon and the stars You set firm- what are human beings that You spare a thought for 
them, or the child of Adam that you care for him? (Ps 8:1,3-4)
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FEBRUARY 13, 2019
Opening prayer
Father, watch over Your family and keep us safe in Your care, for all our hope is in You. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen.

READING (“LECTIO”): 
Levi cus 16
Ma hew 27:19-26

SECOND READING: Slowly, ask the Holy Spirit to show you what it means.

MEDITATION (“MEDITATIO”): 
“This is to be a las ng ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.”

Levi cus 16:34

The annual Day of Atonement in chapter 16 is the climax of the difficult clean-and-unclean sec on.[1] God’s 
people stopped everything they were doing to confess their sin and to renew their commitment to the Lord. 
Yom Kippur (pronounced kip-or) is s ll observed among Jewish people today with some varia ons. The Hebrew 
expression means “the day when everything is made right.” While sacrifices were made throughout the year, 
this annual event was marked by a sacrifice on behalf of the en re worshiping community. No ma er how hard 
the people tried to keep all the clean and unclean laws, they never quite got it perfectly right. (Sound familiar?) 
But any sin or uncleanness inadvertently overlooked was covered by the community sacrifice.
As part of the ceremony, the priest placed his hands on the head of a live goat and confessed Israel’s sins, and 
thus the community’s wrongs were symbolically placed on the goat (and our expression “scapegoat” was born).
Then the animal was driven into the wilderness. If necessary, the goat was violently chased from behind by 
priests. Imagine how the community would have stood transfixed at this vivid expression of sin and atonement. 
That would make for quite a worship service! God removed sin, and it was GONE! The people were totally clean
in God’s sight! (Chapter 17 provides some final instruc ons designed to safeguard Israel’s sacrifice system from 
the pagan prac ces of the Egyp ans and other cultures.)
For all the difficulty of this intense and foreign passage of Scripture, it is fi ng that we read it alongside today’s 
New Testament passage. In Ma hew 27:1-31, Christ is taken away for crucifixion. He is the atonement. The one 
who makes amends. The scapegoat for our sins. But His sacrifice need never be repeated. Christ sa sfies in our 
place God’s demand for jus ce and for holiness. He is blamed; that is, our sins are placed on Him. And then He 
is taken away and slaughtered. (See Hebrews 9:1-10:22 for the Bible’s internal commentary on Christ and the 
Day of Atonement.)
[1] As we finish up this sec on, there is one final clarifica on worth making. Clean and unclean are not the 
equivalent of righteous and unrighteous. The sin was not in being unclean, but rather in going to worship 
unclean (literally unwashed). The worship of holy God was to be taken seriously.

PRAYER (“ORATIO“): This is your prayer of the heart. It’s unique, personal, honest and spontaneous, specific to 
the reading.
CONTEMPLATION (“CONTEMPLATIO”): This stage is God’s response to us, so it’s totally beyond our control. 
Closing Prayer 
The upright have Yahweh for their Savior, their refuge in mes of trouble; Yahweh helps them and rescues them,
He will rescue them from the wicked, and save them because they take refuge in Him. (Ps 37:39-40)
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